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A growang number ara muliraskdng
rmoms who hove BlackBemys, cell phones
and iPogs artached to thelr Booy Jogaers
and who stay connacted to fhe worsionses
eilber part-time or farough fexible schadules
Sl others are second [or third) wives, balf of
a dudi-carear morled coupla, of unmarisd
and conobitating wirh a sghifcont ofter

Howlmg counseled rmore than 3,000
wornan gaing through relationsalo transiticns
i my carser, | ocan ted you that women fand
To ke core of oftes et ard themselves
sacond. If vou sea yaursall hers, vol)
can be set up for financial disastar If vous
don't take contral of your own fnancial
decilons Fortunately, thers are some very
speciiic steps you can take to make sue
youl financial posilion & protected over
the course of your adult lite, Yes. il moay
fake some fime ond rasecrch to Dullc your
fourdation. 2ul once in ploce, it will provice
you corfidence and comfot knowing thal
you have the fnanciol akzility to suopport
woursell cnd pursue your own dreams

Wise Woman
Financial Strategies

First caind forsmast, be an equo parlner
n the financicl decision-rmaking process of
your family, That includes knowing how all
of yaur financial accounts ars registerad
and crecting a strofegy ta protect vour
assets and income in the event of the daath
of disability of yvour spouse, a job loyof, a
remarioge of divorse

Yoo should also maintcin o separate
cred blstory, Whather vou are singles,
married. soon-To-he-marled ar socn-to-
be-divorced, it is critical thot you malntain
wour own good credil ano hove o sepa-
rate credcit card with an estoblshea credit
history, | recommend that eveny woman,
whelher shie 5 singks or marnied, get o copy
cf her awn cradit repon ancualy,

Also, e oreactive in your fax pianning,
Cacn 't just sian the returm oot in front of you
by wor Spotise of acoountarT withoul ask-
ing guestons abour all fomily income an
whiers [ comss Irom

Maintain Job Skills

| continualy tel women that they nead
o nwast I Their own coreer develepment
and maintain fheis joo skils threughout thel



lives Even fyou chooses o slay al homes
with your childrem, maintain your professional
conmections by allending ossociaticn
rmeetings and confinuing eduscation
programs, This s parboulanly impartont fyou
have tachnical skl and knowledge

Cine of my cllents was an enginser
oelore she left her job 7o ralse chilcien. She
5 nonw trving o reenter the workforoe orffar
i years, butls finding thal ber skils grs
auldated, 5he connot nagotials the salony
s weninls ecause her field hos changed
wihile har skills hove niol

1T you have a hobbyy, ing woys 1o aam
rncnsy at il whils the kids are in school so
you con fund o retirement account that will
frovicle you somea finonaiol Asxiiily laler n
e, If ol are a radbonal corporate wifs,
docurnenT The WORous wWiays vou SUppor your
husband’s caraer, such as Dlanning social
functions for business osscciotes, managing
Dusiness expansss and (ulfiling ofher
corporore duties. This will orove your abiliby
and knowladge about how corposations
operdte In cais you need or choose 1o
enter the waorkforce loter,

Skills you learn Dy veluntaarng for o
ronprofit crganizalion con alss poy off
lizter through o strang professiona) re ok,
| recently heloed o client get back Into
e workforee affer len years through her
wolurrear contacts, She was on g ool
planning commission for her nelghborhood
and thase conlocts helped her land sevarc
Job offers. Gverdll, be crealive in the wark
wod do ard hiose wod oo it aven I yvou are
ot emploved in the troditional workfonee,

Learn your Money
Personality
Everyone hos thalr awn monsy-mononge-
menl she that tney learnad from thal por-
erts, relaives and fiends. When vou start
discussing Mmoney-managemesnt ssues with
your partner frequeanth and openly, you
micy fnd Ihat what money means o you
ard what [ msans 1o your parmear are very
ditferent,

Cne oo | recommend tocoupies |
the Moneymax guestionnaire developed
by Ui Kathlzen Gumey for the Financial
Paycholoay Comporation Ceww inanalclpsy-
chology.com), The agim of the cusstionneing
5 o help people identlfy, undestand and
work withir the coundarios of thalr unicue
ranay-moncgenent personalities.

AnalyZing your cwn and your oorlrsrs

money-rhanagertant shle can show vou
which fraits are assets and which froits could
hecomes sounces of sirsss, s alse o areat toal
o share with 0 prospective spouse o sgnill-
cant alher in establishing o fnancially com
ootible relcficnship from The very Eeginning.

Fund a Discretionary Account
| clgo counssl counles to create a "don’t
ask” fund for ciscretlanary sxpenses and
oersondl iterms. This cocount s to bhe kapd
separate fham living exoenses and is o use
for whatever punoss edach partner choos-
25, NG gueshons askec,

If wol cire o saver, you oon keep the
Ny in The ocoount to crmne inferesl or use
it for o day at the soa. Lkewiss, wour husoond
oty have o hobsiy such os golf or booting on
wiich fo use his discrstionany tunds, The idea
is that you bath bave o sanss of Indepen-
cdence o spend monsy on whotever makes
wob hapgy withaout fealing guilty o neading o
anlain your spending o aryone

Research and Ask for Help

Finally, soak our professiona! helo iF manag-
ing your fincnces seems Too svanwhaliming.
Crhiar wioman ore o greal resource for refer-
rals o o quatified fincrclal plonnss Wormsn
lend foshare information and tell othars
winan they have conlidance in ther advi-
sors, (Thay will alse tell vou whsn they feel
neglected, tolked down to or dismilssed.) A
oo financial advisor will listen and effer
suppart and salutlons 7o meel your life chal-
lenges and goals She will falk with you
cib| positive outcomes, how to set pricrl
fies, and how to coft a linoncial plan that
SRS your objectives.

Fegoardless al whather you are single,
rariec ar in fronsfion, you owe it o yourself
fo chart a course of empowearmmeant, securny
and happiness for your entire ifa. Smple
actiors con make 0 big difference in Luild-
ing comfidsnoe, crecting independsnce
and uilcing g solid finonciol future. B

Kathleen WMilier is prasident of Miler Achisors
fric, gy Mingland, Washington ang wios
recantly nomed one of Worth Mogazing's
Too 103 \Weaih Advisors In Armedca, She

i s0 gLithar of Fair Share Divorce for
Women, Second tdition! The Definifive
Suida to Creating o Winning Solulion.
Lagrn mare about woman, mansy ang e
fransiiion: qF wwwermisroovizons con and
i Firsaraaivars e, com,



